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(Vélemények a gazdasági versenyről a kaposvári kisterségben)

In my paper, I will deal with public opinion about economic competition in the Kaposvár Small Area, and how these feelings and attitudes are similar to or different from the opinion of the Hungarian population in general. I took part in a Deliberative Poll in Kaposvár organized by the Corvinus University Budapest, and I used the survey data collected just before the deliberative part of the research. Thus, I make statistical analyses and use quantitative method.

The population of the Kaposvár Region is very polarized about economic competition, and usually, these are the social groups with a poorer economic situation which mostly refuse the opening up of markets. Although, the majority of the population of the Kaposvár Small Area are in favour of economic competition, it does not mean that they refuse state intervention in economic affairs. According to the data of Medián Institute, this way of thinking is very typical in Hungary, so the population of Kaposvár is not different in this respect. There are some statements about the role of a strong State in the economy which gained rather high support in the Kaposvár Region. 

It is also known by the researches of Medián that the Hungarian population is mostly suspicious towards several characteristics of a functioning market economy and Liberal free market. People in Kaposvár are not different from the country’s average: half of this population is against privatization. However, the relative majority would be happy if foreign investments came to the region which might be explained by the poor economic and employment opportunities in the area. 

Four attitude groups was formed by multivariate statistical analysis. These results show that although, there are many people in the Kaposvár Region who are against the market and the foreigners, but the majority support economic competition more or less and opened to the other characteristics of market economy. 
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