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Deliberated opinions and attitudes on the EU

(Megvitatott vélemények és attitűdök az EU-val kapcsolatban)
The general lack of information and lack of interest about the EU is often mentioned both in the public discourses and the scientific research. The concept of “rational ignorance” is particularly interesting regarding the public opinion on the EU, as - being too distant and too complex, people are less eager to make an effort to gather the necessary information and to form an elaborate opinion on it. This way the measured public opinion on it is more likely to be only a superficial one which is even more object of being unstable over time and not consistent than the public opinion on other political issues related to the domestic political arena. Thus the methodology of Deliberative Polling® provides a unique opportunity to see how opinions and attitudes change after providing people with information, experts’ insights and making them discuss the issue with other people.

In the presented paper the questions of opinion and attitude changes on the EU, their consistency and the factors affecting them are addressed through quantitative analysis of pre- and post-deliberation survey data (based on a deliberative poll held in Kaposvár and its area in May-June 2008). Whilst the level of knowledge regarding the EU increases both in an objective and a subjective way, the opinion and attitude changes are barely consistent.  After the deliberation the support of the EU and the integration process became more accentuated whilst there is a rising uncertainty regarding its direct consequences on one’s life together with a decreasing symbolic attachment to it. When looking for the factors affecting these tendencies we find that demographic factors have no effect on opinion changes which are rather influenced by the small group discussions. On the other hand uncertainty is not connected to opinion changes, it can be rather explained by the fact that an initially very positive attitude became closer to the reality. 
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