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Knowledge gain and attitude change during a deliberative poll
(Case study: the DP on regional unemployment in Kaposvar, June 2008)

In the Kaposvár Deliberative Polling (DP) participants filled in a questionnaire on their arrival (T2) to the event and at the end of it (T3). The focus of the exposé is to present the changes that occurred from the original (T1) to T2 and T3 (on identical questions). Therefore, the study operates with those 108 participants who have filled all three questionnaires, and treats them as the whole population (like participants of an experiment).

The study outlines how a DP effected the participants in two areas:

The fist is information learning, defined as how does the level of their factual knowledge change. It is measured 9 knowledge questions, where there is always one correct answer to a question. The study of this change is a test of Fishkin's hypothesis according to which 2/3rd of the studying takes place between T1 and T2 and the rest happens until T3. The Kaposvár case shows that this is not quite true and also that the knowledge gain has a repartition-pattern and it is quite weak.

The second is what sort of attitude change do participants undergo during the deliberation process about the Hungarian economical situation: the labor market and unemployment. While in T1 all listed solutions were mainly welcomed, in T2 and T3, the certainty towards all solutions welcome slowly declined. The participants' attitude changes about the solution of illegal work are significant between T1 and T2, but it seems that there was no significant change in their attitudes between T2 and T3. Moreover, the participants understood the meaning of the different solution of unemployment.

� MA Student, Eötvös Loránd University


� MA Student, Eötvös Loránd University





