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This paper discusses the experiences of the Citizen’s Jury organized by researchers of Corvinus University of Budapest conducted in Kaposvár in the summer of 2008, within the framework of the IntUne
 project financed by the European Union.

The method of Citizen’s Jury is one of the deliberative techniques that provides the opportunity for citizens to learn about an issue, deliberate together, develop and present well-informed, well-grounded recommendations to decision-makers. The Citizen’s Jury process also allows decision-makers to reveal what people really think and to take their proposals into consideration in decision-making process.

The members of Citizen’s Jury meet to examine an issue of public significance. In the Kaposvár Small Region, both the experts and the general public are of the opinion that the most acute local problem is unemployment. Therefore, the discussion of citizens was based on the theme ‘Connection between Education and Unemployment’.

At the first stage of the research, the citizens have been informed in detail about the most important questions concerning the labour market and the vocational education and training as part of the education system in Hungary and in Kaposvár Small Region. Therefore, I am going to examine in this paper the main characteristics of vocational education and training in Hungary and in Kaposvár Small Region, with a strong focus on its relationship with the labour market.

Secondly, controversial opinions of experts have been presented to the citizens. Therefore, I am going to review how the participants have developed their own opinions on the most important topics, how they have formulated distinct key points. 

Moreover, the paper reveals opinions of citizens who had sufficient time to digest information and to make a well grounded and informed decision. The paper also outlines how recommendations of citizens relate to the Hungarian vocational education policy.
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