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TO: THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS (CNA)
FROM: Michael Burawoy, Vice-President for National Associations, and Chair of the National Associations Liaison Committee (NALC) 
TRANSITIONAL REPORT ON NALC’S LAST FOUR YEARS, 2006-2010 FOR DISCUSSION AT THE CNA BUSINESS MEETING, JULY 11, 13.45-15.45, GOTHENBURG. 
This report describes the activities of the National Associations Liaison Committee (NALC) and its chair, the Vice-President for National Associations. It assesses what has and has not been accomplished over the last four years in the hope that it might be of use to our successors and to invite further suggestions from the Council of National Associations (CNA). 
The NALC met four times: very briefly in Durban (2006), in Recife (2007), in Rovaniemi (2008), and in Paris (2009). Our last meeting will be in Gothenburg (2010). In Durban I proposed three projects for the following four years:  

· Promote National Associations through the creation of a website for the Council of National Associations 
· Support and encourage Regional Meetings with a view to reproducing the Reports on Regional Sociologies that were published in 1996 under the direction of Immanuel Wallerstein and his colleagues.

· Continue to advocate public sociology world-wide, while insisting on the importance of professional, critical and policy sociologies.        

Promoting National Associations 


Website Development. One of our first endeavors was to create a special National Association website with templates for individual National Associations. A website was, indeed, created and we have used it to post:  Reports of Meetings of National and Regional Associations, the 10 volumes of Regional Sociologies originally published in 1996, links to the website of the 2009 Taipei Conference of the Council of National Associations. However, the main purpose, namely to encourage countries who don’t already have websites to use the templates to build their own, had mixed success. Either countries have a website already or they don’t have the resources, interest, manpower to maintain one.  If the new website appeared more prominently on the main ISA website, more associations might take advantage of this opportunity. Be that as it may, for those countries that want to create their own independent website the ISA is in a position to help them. Here we had more success. Over three years, we gave website funding to 11 Associations.  We need to be more creative in making the National Association website attractive and interesting to member countries, and thereby eliciting their participation.


New Collective Members. Website or no website, a number of National Associations did decide to become collective members of the ISA: Ethiopia, Iran, Emirates, Argentina and Albania, with Kyrgyzstan pending. Others such as Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Nigeria and Mexico have rejoined after their membership had lapsed. We now have 55 countries that are Regular Members of the ISA. Other national associations became Affiliates, including the Society for Professional Sociologists in Russia, and the Turkish Sociological Association.  While we encourage small countries to join it is also important to continue to direct energy at the new members and encourage them in all ways possible to become active members of the ISA. Thus, I spent an interesting three weeks in Iran (2008) promoting sociology and consolidating their new membership in the ISA.  Farid Alatas has been working with Iranian sociologists for many years, and was behind the international conference that was sponsored by the NALC and that was to have taken place in December 2009. It had to be postponed.  

Visits. During the four years I accepted invitations to 29 countries, and some, such as China, Poland, Russia, United Kingdom and South Africa, I visited several times.
 I gave a variety of talks, including ones specifically related to the ISA, and traveled to the regions as well as capital cities.  I was also invited to address 11 National Congresses, as well as multiple conferences and universities. Wherever I went I made sure to talk about the importance of the ISA, formally or informally. I participated in 3 Meetings of Regional Associations and attended the inaugural meeting of a fourth.
  If I couldn’t accept an invitation because of competing commitments, then either a member of the NALC (for example, Emma Porio went to address the Vietnamese Sociological Association in 2006) or Jan Fritz, Vice-President for Finance and Membership went instead of me.  One of the most successful ways of promoting National Associations is through the sponsorship of PhD Laboratories, as we saw when Yoshimichi Sato organized one in Japan and Abdul-Mumin Sa’ad organized one in Nigeria.   


People’s Republic of China. President Wieviorka asked me to head a task force to investigate the possibility of bringing China into the ISA. After consulting with Yoshimichi Sato and Louis Chauvel, and working with their contacts as well as others (including those of Michel Wieviorka, Elisa Reis and Robert Van Krieken), I undertook shuttle diplomacy between Taiwan and Beijing but without success.  So long as Taiwan was a National Member of the ISA, China would not be. The Taiwanese Sociological Association was not prepared to rename itself in a way that would be politically acceptable to the Chinese.  This was clearly not a policy of the Chinese sociologists, many of whom had close ties with Taiwanese sociologists. Instead of pursuing the official route that only created more distrust, we decided it was better to promote personal ties between individual sociologists in China and the ISA. To that end President Wieviorka invited the Head of the Chinese Sociological Association, Li Peilin, to be a speaker in the Presidential Plenary at the ISA World Congress in Gothenburg. We need to encourage individual Chinese to become members of the ISA. 

Public Sociologies. Finally, one way of promoting national sociology is to encourage “public sociologies,” that is sociology accessible and accountable to local publics.  Thus, many of my talks in different countries were about public sociology, which I have continued to promote in various ways, not least through multiple symposia in different parts of the world.  I remain convinced that the agenda of public sociology (and indeed policy sociology) is closely tied to the advance of national sociologies. However, on my travels I learned of the serious obstacles public sociology faces in many countries. On the one hand, to be a public sociologist can be a dangerous pastime under regimes that criminalize dissent, and in many countries sociologists can be so overburdened with teaching and administrative obligations which, when combined with low salaries that require multiple jobs, leave little time for public sociology.  We have to be sensitive to the way national contexts shape the possibilities not just of public sociology, but of professional, policy and critical sociologies too.     
Promoting Regional Meetings

Latin America. It was and is my belief that small and medium sized national associations are best integrated into the world sociological community via the stepping stone of regional associations. Indeed, we used them to reach national associations.  Thus, I was particularly keen that the ISA make in-roads into Latin America with its rich and varied traditions of sociology, and its thriving regional associations.  We were very fortunate to have three well-placed Latin Americans on the Excecutive Committee, including two on the NALC -- José Vicente Tavares dos Santos (former President of ALAS) and Alice Abreu (with worldwide connections to councils of science and technology), who had deep connections to other parts of Latin America.  I myself addressed the bi-annual meeting of ALAS (Latin American Sociological Association) in Buenos Aires in 2009 and ALAST (Latin American Association for the Sociology of Work) in Montevideo in 2007. We made headway with the ISA membership of Mexico, Uruguay, Chile and Argentina.  I’m hoping that this progress will continue in Gothenburg with the presence of Latin American sociologists, including the President of ALAS, Alberto Bialakowsky. 


Africa and Asia. Working further afield, I accompanied Tina Uys and Farid Alatas to the inaugural meetings of the African Sociological Association in Grahamstown, South Africa in 2007. Tina established relations with CODESRIA (The Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa), the key regional organization in Africa. Similarly, I accompanied Emma Porio and Farid Alatas to the Asia Pacific Sociological Association (APSA) meetings in Bali in 2009 where we encouraged countries such as Indonesia to join the ISA. 

Foundation Funding.  I considered Immanuel Wallerstein’s initiative in 1996 to forge regional conferences to have been an admirable move and I sought to replicate it. I thought it would require considerable funding, so I began my efforts in this direction by calling on Ford and Mellon Foundations in New York, hoping they might sponsor such Regional Conferences. They seemed uninterested in anything academic, even if it had a strong policy direction or public engagement. I would learn that regional offices of the Ford Foundation would be more likely to support such initiatives. Val Moghadam also helped in putting me in contact with various branches of UNESCO but that did not generate any funding. She suggests two German Foundations we might pursue: Friedrich Ebert Stiftung and Heinrich Boell.   

Regional Workshops. In the end the tried and true method of asking National Associations to submit proposals for Regional Workshops proved very successful.  We have supported 7 regional conferences in Croatia, Turkey, Cyprus, Poland, South Africa, Azerbaijan as well as the one in Iran that had to be postponed.  The great shame is that the papers from these conferences rarely find a publication home.  Attempting to rectify the situation I submitted a proposal to the publications committee that International Sociology have an annual special issue devoted to the outcome of regional meetings sponsored by the ISA. But the proposal was turned down on the grounds that this might adversely affect the journal’s standards and affect its impact factor. I still think that we should make more of these conferences that we sponsor, perhaps by creating an on-line journal, perhaps by creating space on the National Association website.             

Conference of the Council of National Associations in Taipei, March 23-25, 2009 

Taiwan. Without a doubt this was the most successful event of the four years -- the second conference of the CNA in recent memory. Here I was following in the footsteps of my predecessor, Sujata Patel, who held the first such conference in Florida in 2005.  In the first few months of my incumbency I sent out to all National Associations an RFP for hosting the Conference. We received two proposals that met minimal conditions of financing: one from Finland and the other from Taiwan. I visited both countries and talked with their respective representatives. Given that the forthcoming Forum of Sociology would be held in Barcelona and that the International Congress would be held in Sweden, NALC thought it important that the CNA Conference be held outside Europe.  So we chose to go with Taiwan.   

The Conference. The Institute of Sociology at Academia Sinica, working with the Taiwanese Sociological Association, pulled off a miraculous conference that brought together 60 delegates from 43 countries. Financially, the ISA contributed $15,000, but the bulk of the funding ($85,000) came from Taiwanese sources – the National Science Council, Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The conference program was made up of 48 papers: 17 from “A” countries, 15 from “B” countries and 16 from “C” countries. Participants from B and C countries had all their expenses paid, while participants from A countries had to cover their own travel costs. The Taiwanese team left no stone unturned in making sure everyone turned up. They made sure everyone received and applied for appropriate visas and helped participants plan their air travel. In the end only one presenter failed to turn up.          

Brilliant Organization. Exciting intellectual exchange and unusual esprit de corps overtook the gathering, fostered by superb planning, exceptional hospitality, and brilliant organizing.  Particular mention must be made of Dr. Maukuei Chang (President of the Taiwanese Sociological Association and Chair of the Local Organizing Committee) and the ever vigilant team-leader Michelle Hsieh of the Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica.  

Theme and Papers.The theme of the conference was “Facing an Unequal World: Challenges for Sociology.” It was designed to address the inequalities within the world of sociology and how they might be bridged. The opening addresses from former President of Academia Sinica and Nobel Prize Winner, Dr. Yuen Lee, ISA President Michel Wieviorka and former ISA Vice President Sujata Patel set the context for debate. They were followed by 2 streams of 6 panels that stretched over three days as well as a wonderful panel of Taiwanese sociologists. We closed with a vibrant session that included three ISA Vice-Presidents.   

Publication. Before the conference 45 of the 48 papers with their abstracts were posted on the conference website. After the conference powerpoints and photos were also posted.  We decided to publish all the papers and commentaries. Dr. Chang estimated that it would cost $33,000, which included editing, printing and dissemination of 600 copies free of charge. The ISA contributed $5,000, University of California, Berkeley contributed $5,000 and the rest was funded by the Institute of Sociology, Academia Sinica. I employed 3 graduate students at Berkeley to edit the papers and translate those not in English. The result is Facing an Unequal World: Challengers for a Global Sociology -- a beautifully printed and bound three volume set of 53 papers arranged according to region: Volume I: Latin America and Africa; Volume II: Asia; Volume III: Europe. It appeared a year after the conference. Anyone can down-load the papers, as well as video and audio recordings of each session, from the conference website. http://www.ios.sinica.edu.tw/cna/index.php  Free hard bound copies have been sent to all the authors and to libraries all over the world.  In effect this conference replicated the regional conferences promoted by Immanuel Wallerstein in 1996, and our three volumes revisit the volumes published then.   

The Film. Finally, two students -- Annie Lin and Ana Villarreal -- made a short film that addressed four themes of the conference: Linguistic Domination, Unequal Resources, Privatization of Research, Searching for Alternative Theory. They translated the film into 4 languages (English, French, Spanish and Mandarin). The DVD comes with the three volumes and can also be down-loaded from the conference website.          
Task Force on Academic Evaluation

Academic Evaluation. At the Business Meeting of the Council of National Association after the Taipei Conference we had an open discussion of the issues raised during the preceding three days. One hot concern rose to the surface and that was the question of “Academic Evaluation” and how this was distorting our efforts as teachers, researchers and engaged intellectuals, how it was being used in some cases to even destroy our departments.  It was decided to take the discussion forward.  At the next meeting of the NALC in Paris a month later (April 2009), Farid Alatas proposed we form some sort of Commission of Inquiry into the way journals are “evaluated,” how they become internationally recognized, and the biases involved.  In the Executive Committee Meeting I agreed to chair a Task Force into Academic Evaluation.  As such I gathered together literature on the subject and edited an issue of the E-Bulletin (#13, Summer 2009) with 6 papers on the academic evaluation of sociology, seen from the perspective of Brazil, UK, Austria, South Africa, the Philippines and the journal International Sociology. Vineeta Sinha, editor of the E-Bulletin, has now brought out a second issue on academic evaluation (#15, Spring 2010).  

Universities in Crisis. The issues that emerged have converged on something much broader, the ways in which universities, not just sociology, are now being held accountable to forces beyond their control. Curious how regulation by state together with market pressures were affecting universities, I developed a blogsite on “Universities in Crisis,” obtaining reports from sociologists around the globe on their universities.  After 5 months there are over 50 posts from over 35 different countries.  The blogsite can be found at http://isacna.wordpress.com/ 

Conclusion

Limits and Possibilities of Internet. Looking over the 4 years I see the naïveté of many of my early plans, especially those connected to the internet. While informational technology has the potential to create a community of global sociologists beyond those who can afford to go to its conferences, the danger is that we send out too much information that very few see let alone read. The NALC has to think of ways to generate the active participation of our national associations, and mold our activities around their interests.  We need to continue to build the CNA website, integrating it into the main website of the ISA, and posting information of interest to sociologists around the world.   

Tapping Enthusiasm. We were fortunate to tap the enthusiasm, energy and resources of Taiwanese sociologists in our CNA conference and produce not just an edited collection on contemporary challenges to sociology, but more important a lasting transnational community.  We need to continue to have these four-yearly conferences that bring us all together, face to face. The PhD laboratory, held every year, and the Regional Workshops we sponsor are two other ventures that are successful because they bring together motivated participants.   

Junior Sociologists. We would like to do more. There is one new initiative that we would like to support: Yoshimichi Sato’s proposal that we hold one or more conferences, specifically for “Junior Sociologists” (defined as graduate students or postgraduate students having received their PhD less than five years ago). This is especially important to generate new cohorts of students in B and C countries.           

Support for NAs. We did much, but we can still do more. I urge the next Vice-President for National Associations and the NALC to continue to expand spaces and search for innovative ways to articulate the interests of regional and national sociologies--especially those whose associations are floundering and need support.  It is very important for these groups, especially those in the peripheries, to know that ISA-NALC, a global sociological formation is behind them and concerned about their development. 

June 16, 2010

� I tried to cover North and South, East and West:  Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Israel, Lebanon, Iran, South Africa, New Zealand, England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, France, Spain, Portugal, Netherlands, Finland, Russia, Hungary, Poland, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, South Korea, Japan, India, Vietnam, and Indonesia.





� They are:  the Latin American Sociological Association (ALAS), The European Sociological Association (ESA), the Asia Pacific Sociological Association (APSA) and the African Sociological Association (AfSA). Jan Fritz also attended a meeting of the Central American Sociological Association and the Second Congress of Sociologists from Turkic Countries.   





